PARISH INFORMATION
Fr. Pat Fitzgerald, Parochial House 372257
Sr. de Lourdes Breen 058 41359
Parish Office: Parish Centre
Parish Secretary Maura Cooney 357730
Open: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday 9.15 am to 12.45 pm. and Tuesday 2 to 3pm
E-mail: stpaulschurchwt@gmail.com
‘Web: www.stpaulsandbutlerstown.ie
Facebook: St Pauls Church Lisduggan.
Butlerstown Parish Facebook

LIVE STREAMING Mass and other services (including
weddings and funeral masses) are live streamed from our
churches on https:/www.mcn.live/Camera/st-paul-s

and https://www.mcn.live/Camera/buttlerstown

and www.stpaulsandbutlerstown.ie. so that the parish can
extend its reach to those who cannot visit the church .
This may mean that your image will be broadcast on those
websites, in particular, if you are on or near the sanctuary
or sit in the first three rows of the middle aisle. If you do
not wish your image to be captured in this way, please sit
in another area of the church. if you have concerns,
Please contact us.

Heavenly Father, | place my life into Your
loving hands.

Fill my heart with faith, hope, and love.
Guide my thoughts, words, and actions so
that | may always do Your holy will.

Give me strength in times of trial,

wisdom in every decision,

and peace in every circumstance.

Bless my family, my work, my health, and all
my plans. Protect us from all harm and keep

us safe under Your loving care.

Amen

ANNIVERSARIES
ST. PAUL’S

MARIA MARSHALL (MM)
MALCOLM HOME
DARREN DUNPHY

JACK QUILTY
SARAH & THOMAS O’'HALLORAN
LICIA CLOONEY
PATRICK FLYNN (BR)
ELIZABETH FLYNN
CATHERINE SULLIVAN (BR)
MICHAEL O'CALLAGHAN
DAVID WALSH
MONICA BIBLE

BUTLERSTOWN
ANN ENNIS
JOSEPHINE MULLEN nee
BARRON
May they Rest in Peace

i

Remember a time when all
you seemed to have was
God; thank him.

Or recall when all you
needed was God;

ask him now for help.

Lord, in you | put my trust.

9th of August 2026—NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
St Paul’s Parish is in St. Otteran’s Pastoral Area with the parishes of
Ballybricken, Holy Family, St. Saviour’s, Butlerstown, Dunhill & Fenor, Tramore & Carbally.’

THE STORM
(Matthew 14:22-33)

The storm at sea is Jesus’ response to the problem of storms in our
lives. First, Jesus shows that he is present even where we least
expect him. When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea he
identified himself with the words, Itis |, ego eimi in Greek, the same
words God used to identified himself to Moses on Mt Sinai.

Next, the story teaches us a powerful prayer: ‘Lord, save me.’

St Peter’s cry occurs only once in the whole bible, but it goes to the
heart of our helplessness. True to his name, Peter ‘the rock’, he
begins to sink like a stone. Peter cries out: ‘Lord, save me.” At Mass
we repeat the litany, ‘Lord, have mercy.’ But, Peter’s short pray
includes them all: ‘Lord, save me.’

Finally, the story teaches how Jesus helps us. He brings us back to
the boat. That’s the climax of Matthew’s story: Jesus saves by bringing
us into the praying community. Separated from the boat, from the
people of God, we are exposed to being overwhelmed by the wind and
the waves. The Christian assembly gathered in church at the
Eucharist is the boat that carries us safely to the other shore. To this
day the long central part of our Church buildings, where the
community gathers to pray, is called a nave, from the Latin word navis,
which means a boat.

As successors of the first Christians, with
grateful love and one voice, we proclaim our
faith together saying, ‘Jesus, truly, you are the
Son of God.’

Fr Stephen Verbest
newmellery.org



https://stpaulsandbutlerstown.ie/
https://www.mcn.live/Camera/st-paul-s
https://www.mcn.live/Camera/buttlerstown

PARISHES OF ST PAUL’S &
BUTLERSTOWN LIVE STREAMING AND
RADIO BROADCAST

LIVE STREAMING FROM ST. PAUL’S
https://www.mcn.live/Camera/st-paul-s

LIVE STREAMING FROM BUTLERSTOWN
https://www.mcn.live/Camera/buttlerstown

You can also read our latest Newsletter at
the above links.

RADIO: Mass from St. Paul’s Church on
the Radio at 107.9FM

CHURCH OPENING FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

St Paul’s Church weekdays 11am -1pm
Butlerstown Church daily 12 to 4.00pm

DONATIONS If you wish to make a
donation to Parishes of St. Paul’s &
Butlerstown please click the

Donate Button on our website.
https://stpaulsandbutlerstown.ie/

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
To read our Newsletter and for all Parish
News and Information
https://stpaulsandbutlerstown.ie/

CHECK IT OUT For updates on events/series
in the Diocese of Waterford & Lismore ...Go
to the web address below for the current
issue of Check it out!
https://waterfordlismore.ie/resources/

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION
ST.PAUL'S CHURCH  €1,938
THANK YOU

LAUDATE PRAYER AND WORSHIP: Sunday
23 August 5-6pm at St John’s Pastoral Centre,
John’s Hill, Waterford A time of prayer, music
and worship led by Fr Patrick Cahill.
Followed by tea / coffee and chat! Age 18+.
Donation only event , all proceeds to Diocesan
World Youth Day 27 Fund. Info:
www.waterfordlismore.ie

FREE SMARTPHONE CLASSES

BROWNS ROAD LIBRARY

Access IT will be running a series of free smart
-phone classes in the library from Wednesday
2nd September; 10am - 12pm. Spaces are
limited so book your spot today! Phone us on
(051) 849 614 or email us

at brownsroadlibrary@waterfordcouncil.ie.
Classes will run for seven weeks.

GOLF CLASSIC: WATERFORD & LISMORE
DIOCESAN YOUTH FUNDRAISER

Monday 7t September, Faithlegg Golf Club,
X91 HV52. Each parish is invited to have a
team. Event details: Teams of three /
Champagne Scramble / Meal / Cost: €240 per
team / Shotgun start from 9am and 2pm /

Excellent prizes. To book your place (085)

8153803 or email
markofarrell@waterfordlismore.ie

OUT OF THE BOAT

When fear becomes our main focus, we start
sinking; when Jesus is our main focus, we can
walk on water. Peter’s walk on water was
short lived because he took his eyes off Jesus.
He noticed the surging waters and became
afraid. Peter learned an important lesson that
day that we should not ignore. When we let
fear rule, we sink. Life is full of storms, big
storms and little storms. Unless you
consistently abide in Him and keep your eyes
on Jesus, you will sink. Sometimes Jesus is
going to ask you to take a risk and trust him
by being the first to step out of the boat.
Jerome Stockert

GOD WITH ST. FRANCIS,

9 SEPTEMBER 7.30 PM AT ST. JOSEPH'S AND
ST. BENILDUS' CHURCH

St. Joseph's, St. Benildus' and St. Mary's Parish
invites everyone to an evening of faith, music
and reflection with gospel singer James Kilbane,
celebrating the life of St. Francis through the
themes of peace, creation and hope. This free
parish service takes place on Wednesday 9
September at 7.30 All are warmly welcome.
An offering collection will be taken up on the
evening to help with expenses. For further
information 051 348 077

or parishofficejbm@gmail.com.
A LEAP OF FAITH

Fear is very basic to our human condition. We
are often full of fears, some of them irrational.
So it might seem that, having just witnessed
Jesus miraculously feed more than five
thousand people (see Mt 14:15-21), Peter and
the others were being irrational by expressing
fear and anxiety when, in the midst of a storm
at sea, Jesus walked towards their boat that was
being tossed about by the wind.

But Peter was learning. His fear at finding
himself in such a precarious position in the
boat, while Jesus had gone up into the hills
alone to pray, was somewhat abated when the
apparition approaching them and, filling them
with fear, offered this reassurance: ‘Courage! It
1s I! Do not be afraid’ (Mt 14:27). Peter was able
to muster sufficient faith to respond: Zord, if it
is you, tell me to come to you across the

water’ (Mt 14:28).

This was indeed a leap of faith. Already filled
with fear at finding himself in the middle of a
stormy sea in a small boat, with only other
terrified followers of Jesus for company, Peter
asked for no proof that Jesus was who he said
he was. Peter sought a command that would
permit him to exercise his faith.
www.columba.ie

A HAND TO BE HELD
(Matthew 14:22-33)

A most strange gospel story - Jesus walks
on the water. It's the type of gospel that
suits a decision time, challenging us into
deep trust - an invitation to come to the
water; not to be afraid. It's about trusting
in Jesus, when there is nothing else. If you
have human help, it's great - but not the
same as trusting in God.

In time of death, the call is to trust in
God's promise, because he is the way and
the truth. Old age can be the same, or
times in life when we just don't know
what the future will hold. It sounds
unusual, but what Jesus does in this
situation is very human. He doesn't lecture
or say a prayer, he just holds our hands.

Someone was given a book on
bereavement after a family death - he said
he needed a hand to be held, or his tears to
be heard. That's Jesus. He held Peter. Our
God is a God with a human heart, who
leaves big ideas behind when we are in
trouble. Jesus just went across the lake,
stopping his comfortable prayer.

There are times when we just need to hold
on to God in trust. On another occasion
Peter would jump into the lake again -
after the resurrection. Then he would be
asked not just to hold a hand, but to be the
hand that would reach out to others. Peter
was prepared for his mission in many
ways. As Pope Francis said, "'When the
Lord wants to give us a mission, wants to
give us a task, He prepares us. He prepares
us to do it well' (June 2014).

Fr. Donal Neary S.]
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